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PHOENIXVILLE AREA HIGH SCHOOL Joins Andy Talley, Head Coach Emeritus Villanova 
University Football, to Help Save Lives 

 
The Andy Talley Bone Marrow Foundation Encourages  

the Phoenixville Community to Save Lives Through It’s Get in the Game. Save A Life. Program 
 
WHAT:   Phoenixville Area High School has joined Andy Talley, Head Coach Emeritus for Villanova 
University’s football program, and Be The Match® in educating high school students about the 
importance of marrow donation and saving lives by recruiting potential marrow donors. Already 
established within the NCAA, PAHS is the first area high school to participate in the Foundation’s pilot 
program focused at the high school level called Get In The Game Academy.  
 
Every three minutes someone is diagnosed with a life-threatening blood cancer. More than 14,000 
patients don’t have a matching marrow donor within their family. They depend on the Be The Match 
Registry to help find someone to give them hope for a cure. 
 
The Get in the Game. Save A Life. Program raises awareness of this need and invites students, faculty, 
staff and the community to join the Be The Match Registry. To sign up as a committed registry member, 
people need to meet the age requirement (18-44) and health guidelines and be willing to donate to any 
patient in need. Registration involves completing a registration form and giving a swab of cheek cells. 
Those of diverse racial or ethnic heritage are especially needed. Donors and patients who share the 
same ancestry are mostly likely to match.  
 
WHEN: May, 2, 2017 - 8:25 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
WHERE: Phoenixville Area High School 

1200 Gay Street 
Phoenixville, PA 19460 

   
WHY: For 24 years, Villanova Head Football Coach Andy Talley has been committed to raising 
awareness of the need for marrow donors and helping patients receive life-saving transplants. He has 
recruited thousands of potential donors to the registry by encouraging his football players, other 
students and their peers on other teams to sign up, along with their friends, family and teachers. Last 
year alone, over 10,000 people joined the Be The Match Registry through Get in the Game. Save A 
Life. donor registry drives. 
 
About The Andy Talley Bone Marrow Donation 
Talley solidified his passion and planted the seeds for his legacy when in 2010, he founded The Andy 

Talley Bone Marrow Foundation.  With a proven track record of success in donor recruitment under his 

belt, and the dream of having every college football team across the country involved in GITG in his mind, 

Coach Talley knew he had to do more.  He needed a dedicated staff, and he needed funds!  With the 

average price tag of one GITG spring season being over $1,000,000.00, funds are critical to not only 

sustain the program, but to allow growth as well.  Talley again has succeeded.  To date, his Foundation 

has donated over $375,000 to Be The Match® in support of the GITG program.  His small staff and group 



 
of volunteers has also allowed the program to grow from 9 schools in 2008, to 59 schools in 2016 (555% 

growth rate!).  Currently, there are over 80 schools committed to the 2017 spring GITG season. 

 
 
About Be The Match  
For people with life-threatening blood cancers—like leukemia and lymphoma—or other diseases, a 
cure exists. Be The Match connects patients with their donor match for a life-saving marrow or umbilical 
cord blood transplant. People can contribute to the cure as a member of the Be The Match Registry, 
financial contributor or volunteer. Be The Match provides patients and their families one-on-one 
support, education, and guidance before, during and after transplant.  
 
Be The Match is operated by the National Marrow Donor Program® (NMDP), a nonprofit organization 
that matches patients with donors, educates health care professionals and conducts research so more 
lives can be saved. To learn more about the cure, visit BeTheMatch.org or call 1 (800) MARROW-2.  
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  
Krista Ross  
Executive Director 
The Andy Talley Bone Marrow Foundation 
krista@talleybonemarrow.org 
 

http://www.bethematch.org/

